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EAST-SHIFT AND SOUTH-MOVE OF THE CENTRE OF
SCIENCE AND CULTURE IN ANCIENT CHINA

Yao Yuan

Abstract

Through the development of many soures, the scientific and technical culture of ancient
China formed a key zone of the Yangshao Culture which took as indexes farming, animal
husbandry and painted pottery technology. This original cultural accumulation in the Zhou, Qin,
Han and Tang Dynasties (1lth century B. C.~A.D. 907) engendered the first centre of scien-
tific and technical culture of China in the Guanzhong Basin of the valley of the Jinghe and
Weihe Rivers. During the Northern Song Dynasty, the cultural centre of science and techno-
logy shifted to the drainage area of the Yi, Luo, Fen, Su and Xin Rivers. And in the later
years, it went through a big transition, namely from the Huanghe River Valley to the Chang-
jiang River Valley, and then spread gradually until it finally reached the coast, thus form-
ing the axle centre of coastal culture in modern China. The main reason for the formation of
cultural centres in the western and central regions lies in the vitality of Chinese culture, while
the formation of the coastal culture in east China is the direct result of the “collision” of the

two great civilizations between the West and the East. '
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