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Heavy Grignard reagents: synthesis of aryl and diaryl alkaline-earth metals and catalytic
activity of alkaline-earth-metal compounds. Arenes and their anions as ligands of alkali and
alkaline-earth metals (st-complexes). Metal-mediated oxidative C—C coupling reactions:
deprotonation and oxidation of 2-pyridylmethylamines, synthesis of tetradentate ligands with a
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When I was eighteen I wanted to be ... an architect or a chemist—in both

professions creativity is necessary in order to create new structures.

The most significant scientific advance of the last 100 years has been ... the understanding of chemical
bonding and the development of quantum mechanics.

When [ wake up I ... prepare a hot cup of coffee and enjoy it with my wife.

The biggest problem that scientists face is ... preservation of biodiversity and nature (which includes
challenges such as climate change, drinking-water quality, and environmental sustainability).

M y favorite piece of research is ... always the most recent scientific project—the option to choose the
research project according to your interest is one of the major privileges of being a professor.

I f I could have dinner with three famous scientists from history, they would be ... Justus Liebig, Johann
Wolfgang Dobereiner, and Albert Einstein.

The three things I would take to a desert island would be ... my family, a filled refrigerator, and a
notebook with a satellite connection.

My most exciting discovery to date has been ... my wife.
The secret of being a successful scientist is ... to leave old paths of thinking and to be self-critical.
My favorite author (fiction) is ... Michael Crichton (scientifically feasible settings embedded in
exciting stories).
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