
The most significant advances in chemistry of this century have
been … the advances made in organocatalysis.

The biggest challenge facing chemists is … to regain acceptance in the general public.

The most significant scientific advance of the last 100 years has been … the enormous advances in the
life sciences, which have led to an understanding of biochemistry on a molecular level.

If I could be anyone for a day, I would be … either Pharaoh Cheops to see how the great pyramid was
actually built or King Minos of Crete to see what the palace of Knossos actually looked like in ancient
times.

The three things I would take to a desert island would be … the book “Beer Brewing for Dummies”,
the ingredients to prepare sushi on your own, and my archery equipment.

My most exciting discovery to date has been … the meta-selective cobalt-catalyzed Diels–Alder
reaction.

In ten years time I will be … 51, hopefully driving a Morgan Plus8, and I will have completed the
investigations concerning the chemistry of low-valent cobalt complexes.

The worst advice I have ever been given was … to leave school and start a career in a bank—on the
other hand, I would have probably ruined at least one bank or company and would nevertheless be a
millionaire thanks to my excellent contract.

I would have liked to have discovered … the Grubbs metathesis catalysts and the Sonogashira
coupling.

A good work day begins with … a cup of caffeine-containing hot beverage provided by Alissa—our
coffee machine.

My favorite food is … sushi—and lots of sushi.

My worst habit is … my impatience.
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