
The secret of being a successful scientist is … a good mixture of imagination
and hard work.

My biggest inspiration is … looking at art or doing nothing.

My favorite subject at school was … philosophy.

When I was ten I wanted to be … an ornithologist following publication of my first bird-watching
report.

When I wake up I … microwave a bottle of milk for my youngest.

I chose chemistry as a career because … I was and still am fascinated by the invisible that constitutes us.

If I wasn�t a scientist, I would be … a wheat and rapeseed (canola) farmer in Northern Germany.

My most exciting discovery to date has been … dynamic ligation screening, a method for template-
assisted fragment discovery.

The most exciting thing about my research is … to discover simple solutions to complex problems.

My biggest motivation is … to establish new routes to regulate living systems.

In my spare time I … read Harry Potter, go horseback riding, or enthusiastically but awfully play tennis.

The part of my job which I enjoy the most is … being inspired by a student, colleague, or friend.
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