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卫星从太空拍摄的加利福尼亚州山林大火

The wildfires in California prompted the largest mass evacuation in California history, destroying half a million acres and over 1500 homes. People are saying that global warming may have played a part in the severity of the blazes. But where is the connection? And how can global warming cause both floods and droughts?
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Satellite photo of California wildfires. Source: NASA.
And Southern California isn't the only place experiencing worsening wildfires. Wildfires are increasing throughout the Western U.S., both in severity and frequency. So says a 2006 cover story in Science, which collected and analyzed western forest fire data from 1970 to 2003. Since the mid-1980s, the incidence of large wildfires has increased, and the length of the fire season has increased.
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Source: Science, August 2006. Parts A and B show that wildfires (Part A, red bars) are more frequent when temperatures (Part A, black line) are high and snow melts early (Part B, black line). Part C shows the length of the fire season (the height of the red and black areas).
