Entering Special Characters in Bibtex4Word

Bibtex4Word can generate non-standard characters in several different ways:

1. Non-standard characters that are available in your locale’s ANSI code page should be reproduced correctly. These can be entered from your keyboard by typing ALT+0xxx where xxx is the decimal character code that you want in the range 129 to 255. Code page 1252 is the Western European standard and is illustrated in the examples below.

2. Many characters have special “escape sequences” defined in LaTeX. Thus  “\infty” will create an infinity symbol. Bibtex4Word will correctly interpret most but not all of the sequences shown here.

3. Accents on letters also have special “escape sequences” which are listed here. For reasons that are explained here, you need to enclose accented characters in names and titles within braces e.g. “{\"a}” for an a with an umlaut or within double braces to protect them from case changes in titles e.g.  “{{\"a}}”.

4. Mathematical formulae are enclosed in braces and $ signs and use _ and ^ for subscript and superscript respectively: “{$a^2+b^2=c^2$}”.

5. At the moment Bibtex4Word does not accept UTF-8 encoding which would make most of this a lot simpler. However, Unicode characters can be entered with the escape sequence “\unichar{xxx}” where xxx is the decimal code for a character.

The supplied BibTeX database b4w.bib includes the following examples. Some of the characters may not display properly if they are not included in your current font. The font “Arial Unicode MS” has a vast number of characters and “Lucida Sans Unicode” is also quite good.. Here are some examples:

· Accents: [1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 9, 10, 11, 14, 15, 16]

· Mathematical Symbols and equations: [13, 5, 8]

· Unicode characters: [17]

· Other special characters: [6, 12, 18]

Bibliography

[1]
Accute. Cp1252+Latex (\’): and ÁÁÉÉÍÍÓÓÚÚÝÝááééííóóúúýý.

[2]
Breve. Base+Latex (\u): AĂaă.
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[11]
Overdot. Base+Latex (\.): GĠgġ.

[12]
Latex substitutions. En dash:–, Em dash:—, Non-breaking space: , Inverted Query:¿, Inverted Shreik:¡, Single Quote:‘’, Double Quote:“”.

[13]
Mathematical Symbols. Latex: ∞∀∃ℵ∼.
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[18]
Verbatim. Latex: ~\{}.

